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Matth. XVII. 11 7. 


4 nd p be ſhall neglect to 7 1 them 15 


tell tt unto The ( 


Un Bleſſed Saviour, who 
clares in the 11th Verſe of this Chapter) 
came to ſave that which was loſt; 

commanded his Diſciples to imitate him in that ;uſt 
Concern they ought to have for the Salvation of o- 


thers, which he recommends to them in the In- 


ſtance of Seeking the Loſ# Sheep (Verſes 13, 145) 


proceeds in thoſe two which come immediately af- 


tex them, and before the Text, to apply this Alle- 


gory to the Caſe of an Offending Brother, and to 


give ſome particular Directions concerning ſuch Me- 
thods of Proceeding as are neceſſary to be uſed, in 


order to the Reclaiming of him; agreeably to that 
Chriſtian Prudence, Candor, and Charity 


truly 
which is ſo frequently recommended to us, both by 
the Precepts and Example of our Divine Law- 
ever. Theſe are, 1. Private Admonition : 


mation, 


* 


( Himſelf de- 


having 


2. Con- 
viction before choſen Witnelles : 3 Publick Infor- | 


4. . The Judicial Power of the Church aſſerted. 


God, 28 well as Man; mult be managed (according 
to the Rule which is laid down in the 1 514 Verſe) 
with all poſſible Moderation and Secrelie : that fo he 


a3 


may perceive that the Perſon who does him this 


- * hs 1 Tp, a} 9 | C0 5 
Friendly Office, coriſults his Modeſty ad Reputati- 


on, as well as his Spiritual Welfare; that he has 


no Intention to Expoſe, but purely to Reform what 


is amiſs: By which means, if he has any Ingenuity 


of Temper, he may be led to the Sight and Amend- 


ment of his Error, by the Senſe of that Tendernel; 
and Brotherly Affection wherewith it is thus cauti- 
ouſly repreſented to him. I thy Brother ſhall treſ- 
| paſs againſs thee (lays our Lord) go and tell 


he ſhall hear thee, thou baſt gained thy Brother; and ſo 


| haſt reaſon to rejoice, as at the finding of the Stray- 


Multitude of Sins. 


. The Second Method, which muſt be-uſcd 


where the Former has fail'd of the deſired Succeſs, 
18 that of Convicting the | Offender ; before one Or 
two more: whoſe concurrent Teſtimony being ad- 


ded to that of the firſt Reprover, touching the Hei- 
nouſneſs of the Fault, may add greater Weight and 
Authority to what had been more privately, but 


meffectually ſuggeſted ; and who may iikewiſe Wit- 


him his Fault between thee and him alone if 


Death, and prevented as well as covered a 


neſs on his behalf, that he has thus far done his Part; 


. 
— — ö ³ᷣ Wm. e ̃—Lĩ 


thee (ſays Chriſt) then take with thee one or ne? 


two more; that in the mouth of two or three N itneſſes 1 
every Word may be eſtabliſbed; according to the | 
Moſaical Ordinance in Caſes of Judicial 


r. 15 7 0 

Proceſs. e 41 

3: But if the Firſt Appeal to his own Conſcience, ih 
an 


nd the Second to the Teſtimony and Judgment of 
Others, {hall through his Obſtinacy, prove ineffectu- 
al towards his Reformation; the Third and laſt is to 
the Publick Authority of the Church: that he who |” 
has thus Offended before more than One, may be 
Rebuked before Al; that Others as well as He,  _ 
may fear to do the like. If he ſhall neglect to — 
bear them, tell it unto the Church, ſays our Saviour in 
the Words of my Text. Which being (as I humbly | 
conceive) very ſeaſonable for our preſent Meditation 
upon the Occaſion of this Venerable Aflembly,which | 
is the proper Subject of them; I ſhall entreat your 
Chriſtian Patience to go along with me in this Three- 
fold Conſideration of them. COTS ee 


1Tim. 5. 20. j 


— — 
V -» * 0 3 
5 —— LEES 
* 2 * 1 x 
=y hs a — — 8 
— 0 ERC. CITES. 5 
Fond 2 a : 


I. Eirſt, What is here meant by the Church. 


II. Secondly, What Power and Authority 18 here 
intended by our Saviour, to be conferred upon his 


"Tho Fudiciat Power of the Church afſerved. 


woe — >>. . 3 


— r b“•⅛ bw „„ „ „%.᷑ ——_—__—_—_ 


k III. Thirdh, How far every Member of the Church 


£ oblig'd to the Recognition at ("TO 2 nong ing 
| Occaſion ſhall affes.c KA Hiro? 


A. And Fi „5 1 tall n what is here meant 
by the Word Church which being ambiguous, and 
capable of different Acceptations both in the Holy 
Scripture, and in common-Uſe, has been variouſly 
Interpreted by thoſe who have produced the Autho- 
rity of the Text, to eſtabliſh their particular Noti- 
ons of Eccleſiaſtical Government. 


The Original Word Buuia, is ſometimes uſel (and 


that but in one Chapter of the New Teſtament) as it 
was by the native Greeks, to ſignifie their Conventions, 


without any Relation to the Worſhip of God and 
Chriſt : As in the 19th Chapter of che Acts; where 
it is thrice rendred by the Word Aſſembly : And by 
the way, it is obſervable, that in the 3 2d and 41 I; 
| Verſes, it is ſpoken of a Confuſed and Riotous Con- 
courſe; and in the 3 9th only, of a Lawful Con- 
vention. From whence thoſe who with their Great 
Eraſtus, would reſolve the Adminiſtration, as well as 
the Original of all Eccleſiaſtical or Civil Juriſdiction, 
into +6. Hands of their Sovereign Lords the People, 
infer (how juſtly, let even the People judge) that our 
Saviour intended no more by the Words of the Text, 


but. that all Offences berween Private Perſons, of 


what Nature ſoever, are purely and properly Cogni- 


zable before the : People, or their Choſen Repreſenta- 


bu of Peace, as in all the Churches of the 


Schiſm in the Body ; that none ſhould invade 


 poſtles, [ſecondarily Prophets, thirdly Teachers, 


ve Jutta Fower of. the CHurch-afſerten, © 


ſelf, ſo pernicious in its Conſequences, and ſo con- 
8 to the Deſign and Meaning of the Text (as 
{hall 


be ſhewn hereafter) that it needs no further 


Refutation in this Place. 


2. Others from a. Second. Signification of this 


Word in the Holy Scripture, denpting in general an 
Aſſembly or Congregation of Chriſtian People; con- 
clude that the whole Multitude of the Faithful have 
an equal Right with their Paſtors, to Judge (they 
might as well have {aid to Govern and Preſide) in all 


Cafes relating to Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline. But thisOpi- 
nion being equally liable with the Former, to the wretch- 
ed Conſequences of Diſorder and Anarchy; tis moſt 


certain, that ſuch a Form of Spiritual Democracy was ne- 


ver intended to be ſet up in the Church by its Divine 


Founder; who is not the Author of Confuſion, 16 


Saints; and who, for this end, has commanded by 
lis Apoſtle, that AD things ſhould be done v ** 


decently,and in Order; having ſo wiſely tem- 1 Cor. 12. 24. 


pered his Spiritual Body together, by a due Subordina- 
tion of its Members, that there ſoul be no ,, _ 265 
the Office, or reject that Aſſiſtance of another. 


For God hath ſet ſome in the Church, firſt A- woes 


— 


Helps, Governments, &c. as we are taught by St. Paul; 


To that Al are no more Judges, than All ae % , 


Apoſtles, Prophets,' or Teachers; 


— — — ä — — 
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* 3 Thoſe of the Romiſb Communion, who'froma 
Third Acceptation of this Word, ſignifying the Bod 


Council, which ſome among them abſurdly affirm to be 
included in their Supreme Head the Pope ; would apply 
our Saviour's Words in the Text, to eftabliſh the In- 
fallibilty and final Deciſions of one or the other 
(for it ſeems they are not well agreed in which of the 
Two this Infallibility is lodg'd) are no leſs wide of 
the Truth it ſelf, than of the true Import of the 
Text. For, beſides that our Saviour's Injunction 
here in a Caſe of Treſpaſs. againſt a Private Chriſti- 


an, does not ſo properly relate to Matters of ' Faith 


as to Matters of Fact, which would have cut out End- 
leſs VVork for a General Council, and concerning 
which the moſt implicit Adorers of the Romi 
Church acknowledge, that She may Err in her Judg- 
ment of them, That depending purely upon Hu- 


mane Authority; tis very juſtly obſerved | by a 


* Dr, hui. Learned Commentator upon this place, 


fore the Church Gatholick thus aſſerubled, could not 
| {ach Council having ever met from the time of the 
Apoſt les, to that of. Conſtantine. the Great: «Secondly, 
that upon this Suppoſition, the Church muſt always 


have been obey!d for the three firſt Centuries; no 


be aſſembled in ſuch a Council; fince Offences will 
come continually: and then Thindly, Every Private 


Perſon muſt be Obliged, at what Diſtance ſocver, and 
able Los 12. ma he to 5 thi Q 


Repreſentative of the Catholic Church allembled in 


Firſt, that ſuch a Command to lay theſe Matters be- 


he Nui Power of the Church en, 2 


** a ES 2. 2 . . n 8 


cal; pal to lay his Grievances before them; ; or - elſe 
to bear his own Burden, as the leſſer Inconveni- 
ence of the two. All which are ſuch palpable Ab- 
ſurdities, that: / think nothing can be greater, ex 


cept. the: grand Impoſture. of Travſubſtantiation,, |' 9 


** * 


74.17 » 3 


which is built upon this Sandy and incoherent Founn- 
dation. 1 5 i. MM 
But that I may not detain you too kong ir in ex-. 
amining the groundleſs and frivolous Pretenſions of 
theſe extremely Oppoſite, and yet equally Brrone« 
aus Secs, who alone deſerve the Odious Diſtinction 
of High and Low Church, which ſurely They alone» | 
Ty and would fain keep up among us, as the: 
Ball of: Contention 3: 1 haſten now:to." 

4. The Fourth Signification of this Word, which?! =o 
is frequent in the: Holy Scriptures, importing a par: 
ticular Community of Chriſtians: ſpiritually united i 
in one Form of [ſound Doctrine and wholſome Diſe | 
cjpline, under the Care and Inſpection of. one Laws | | 
fl Paſtor; who in the Apoſtolical Writings is fre. 
quently Aya the Biſtop, and ſometimes the Angel of . - 
tht Church. 1 0 1 

And tho? hs evident, thar i in the P Firſt 5 pureſt — 
Ages of Chriſtiarity, this Community conſiſted (as 
it does now with:usJof ſeveral Leſſer Societies, e- 
very one of Which, together with its reſpective Sub- 
ordinate Paſtor | or Presbyter, - is in ſome. ſenſe a 
Church; from whence:they are Emmett called W | 1 
Fexipeure, by! Way, of) Ar e | 


29 
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or populous City to which they belong g: as the 
vx Cor 16 1g Churches of Afia and Galatia, the 
| vGat. Churches of Judea, the » Churches of 
6 Cor. 14 34. © Corinth 3 yet we find that in the for. 
mer reſpect of Dioceſan Unity, St. Paul always ſpeaks, 
| an ſuch ay under the Notion of One 
1 Cor. 12. Church: as the Church at * Corinth, the 
ebe. Church of the Theſſalonians, the Church 
c Acts 13. r. at * Antioch; and ſo for many others. 
From whence 'tis apparent, that à Collection or 
Combination of ſeveral Particular Congregations, 
each of which, as a Part of the Whole, is, and may 
be term'd a Particular Church; is truly and proper- 
ly One Church, or Aggregate Society, by virtue of 
the Subordination of them all in one Government 
under one Ruler. For thus (ſays our Learned 
6. Biſhop Pearſon) in thoſe great and populous Ci- 
& ties where Chriſtians were very Numerous, not 
4 only all the ſeveral Carbs within {ſuch Cities, 
e but thoſe alſo in the adjacent Parts, were e | 
« under the Care of one Biſbop; the Number of 
the Churches following the Number of the An. 
gels, i. e. the Rulers of them: according to that 
Memorable Saying of St. Cyprian, Scire debes Epiſco- 
pum. eſſe in Eccleſia &  Eccleſiam in  Epiſcopo. The 
Biſhop is in the Church,. as the Head is part of the 
Body'; and the Church is in him, as theif Repreſenta- 
tive: i. e. all their Power madre and their 
Spiritual Intereſt promoted by” his Hand, And 


e FOW Gr" Of F108 COU en aﬀjerVes 


Ay 3 en -char they m mean, Tel 13 Inte 


thb Biſllop 0 the Church, who is to adtminiſter 
4 Food u Diſcipline to the Congregation. It is 
plain from the whole Tenor of this Precept, that 
by the Church, our Saviour muſt intend the Govern- 
ing Part of the Church, or thoſe who by his Com- 
miſſion, and the Deſignation of his Apoſtles and 
their Succeſſors, ſhould have Authority to take 
Cognizance of ſuch Matters within the Compaſs of 
Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction, as ſhould be brought be- 


fore them. And ſince it is undeniably evident, as 


well from the Divine Records, as from the concur- 


rent Teſtimony of thoſe who liv'd in, or neareſt to 


the' Apoſtolical Times, that fuch a Government was 


-appointed, and eſtablifn'd in the very Firſt, as it aas 


been received and acknowledged ; in all Succceding A. 


ges of the Chriſtian Church; it muſt nece acily 
follow; chat for the reducing this Precept of our 
Saviour to Practice, we muſt underſtand it to have 


been primarily and properly intended concerning 
ſuch Governours in the Church, as ſhould be em- 
powered to exerciſe this Juriſdigion in all ordinary 


Caſes of Publick "Cognizance, within that Com- 


munity over which they ſhould Preſide. As for 


Inſtance, in the Caſe here mentioned of an Offence 


between Private Perſons; in which we cannot rea- 


ſonably ſuppoſe that the Plaintiff was reſerved. to z 


General A Re bl y of the Catholick Church; 


Method, as has been already ſhewn,- being e 
ther Apr eable ever ſince the Days of the Abo- 


One. * . ** 
* *% Ro Ou " 


reh Aer ted. 


xc the proper Judge 
Spiritual Society whereof he 


ngs ' of their Talmudiſts 3 
de from the Conſtitution 


4 : 


Harmon, © 


© 5 


Vid/Liglafoor às Within it, a Synagogue or. Conſiſtory, 


2 ſang 
| cor 
ons RI 
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the Church, which is piven by St. John in his © + 
Revelation, 'to the Biſhops of the Seven 
Afatick Churches, 

As therefore our Bleſſed Sid in che Words bf 
the Text, and of the two Verſes immediately fore- 
going, does [evidently allude to the Preſcription and 


e 


Practice of the Jewiſh Church, upon which He ſeems 


in this, as well as in many One 1h reſpects, to have 
Model'd his own : 80, I think, we may very fairly 
and naturally infer from them, that he intended 
hereby to limit the Ordinary Juriſdiction of it to 
Auch proper Officers, as by Vertue of a General 
Commiſſion from Himſelf, or (which is all one) by 
the ſpecial Appointment of his Apoſtles, and their 
Succeſſors, ſhould be qualified to exerciſe this Las e 
diction, within ſuch convenient Diſtricts as ſhould 
be allotted to each of them, for the Benefit and Edi- 
fication of that Community, in which they, as Spi- 
ritual Overſeers, ſhould Preſide. And ſince it wa 
eaſily (as it ſhallimmediately) be prov'd, that tho 
V ho are lawfully call'd and choſen to this Office, are 
endued by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, with a Power 


equal at leaft, and in ſome reſpects Superiour to 


that of the Fewiſp Synagogue ; tis plain, that by the 
Word Church, as it is here mentioned in the Text, 
we muſt underſtand every Particular Society of 
| Chriſtians join'd to its Head of Spiritual Union, the 
Biſhop ; who, as ſuch, is the proper Repreſentative 


of {43 Church, and Lee the ana U 


Subject ..of char Aut 


3 | rt e 
5 1 - 


Rev, I. 20. 


a DY 


— — — 
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our Saviour : and that this Community Twhich 0 a 
Word almaſt as ancient as the Thing it 15 105 18 called 
a Dioceſe) is an intire Body, ſubjelk in al Spiritual 
. Wings,: to the diſtin Commands of Him wo is thus 
ſet over: them in the Lord. 
-Andtho' it muſt be acknowledged, Mie if th Au- 
8 is in One, it is much more in many Biſhops 
when they meet together yet it mult likewife 4 
granted, that as the Deſign of ſuch Meetings, like 
that of the Fewiſh. Sanhedrim, is to Deliberate and 
Determine upon Extraordinary Caſes, and to redreſs. | 
ſuch Publick Grievances as affect the whole Natio- 
nal or Provincial Church, which is Repreſented by 
them: 80 the Ends of all Rccleſiaſtical Government 
and Diſcipline, according to the wiſe Inſtitution of 
our Divine Legiſlator in os Text, are beſtanſwered, 
by. limiting the Cognizance of all Matters relating to 
Ordinary Juriſdiction (ſuch as the Caſe here mention'd. 
by bins): to the Biſhop, who is therefore very proper- 
ly-and eminently ſtiled the Ordinary of the Dioceſe. 
And, i very juſtly obſerv'd 4 a Reverend and 
il abr Learned Prelate of our Church, „That 
Toles Rule 4 it ig neceſſary to Eftablih this Authority . 
765. 3. eie - 6 in every Dioceſan x: beczuſe above the 
Ale 3. ( Biſhop there is no Appointment ; in the 
4 whole een For if we go higher, we can 
never come to à Society of Apoſtolical or Divine 
64 Inſtitution: Since between the whole Catholick 
6; :Ghurch,. IN in . en or "Repreſentation 


"The Fudicial Power of the Church aſſerted,” | 


„„ 5 * os - 


e ſing le Dioceſe Cwhoſorintmediare vifible:Hell is: 
the Bibo p) * all the intermediate Unions, as '6f 
% Primates, Patriarchs, Councils Provincial, Na- 
tional or Oecumenical tho very proper Helps 


to Government) © are by Conſent, and Poſitive 
direfly eſtabliſh 


325 Humane Inſtitution; but they 
c no Divine aur: : This only of Dioceſan 
"A ee, is properly ſuch. And tho' this may 


ce admit of fome Diſcretionary Alterations, as to the 


« Manner of its Adminiftration : yet the proper 
Seat of this Authority is the Biſhop by Virtue of 
4 bis Order: which being Diſtinct from, and Supe- 
riour to that of Presbyters, who are not only Or- 
dain'd, but liable to be Judged and Cenſured by 


their Biſhops, (as will ſoon appear, both from Apo- 
olical Practice and Inſtitution) it muſt neceſſarily 


follow (how diſagreeable ſoever to the Afſertors of 
Presbyterian or Independant Church- Government) 
that as a Dioceſe is the Largeſt, ſo it is the Leaſt Cir- 
cuit of that Ordinary Juriſdiction which is ſpoken 
of in the Text: and conſequently that it cannot 


be Farrantably exercis'd by any Inferiour Order of 


Eccleſiaſſicks, otherwiſe than by Special Commiſſion 
from their Dioceſan, empowering ſuch particular 


tranſacting in his Name and by his Authority, thoſe 


Affairs which relate to this Part of his een This | 


. will be may: more evident if v we e conſider, 


+ 4 
1 
» $6 £4 


Perſons as he {hall appoint, to be aſſiſtant to him, by 


16 The Judicial Power of the Church lated] 


II. Secondly, What Power and Authority, is here 
Hired by our Saviour to be conferr'd.. Wa the 
Governours of his. Church, 


This Authority, as to its Nature, is Judiciak; or 


a a Power to Hear and Determine: all Cauſes which 
are properly of Ecelcltaitical. Cognizance ; and as 
Occaſion ſhail require, to paſs Sentence, and inflict 
Cenſures on | Delinquents. This is plain beyond 
Contradiction, as well from the Words of the Text, 
as from the whole Tenor of our. Saviour's Dil 
courſe both before and after it. 

In the former part of this Precept, which has 
been already explain d- from the two Verſes imme- 
diately foregoing, he directs the Injur'd Party to ob- 
ſerve ſuch Meaſures only in. his Conduct towards 


the Offender,. as are agreeable to the Rules of Cha- 
rity and Prudence, and to his private Capacity. Tell 


him his Fault between thee and him alone; i. e. Ad- 
moniſh him in private as a Brother, but do not take 


upen thee to Reprimand'or. Cenſure him as a Judge. 


Tf. be will not hean thee, then take with thee one or two 
more; who, with the lame regard to. their Private Ca- 
pacity, muſt not act as Judges, for his Condemna- 
. tion (for who made either of them à Ruler 
. At 7 27. | 
oo oſes upon the like Occaſion, before he had re- 
ceive his Divine Commiſſion to act in that Ca paci- 
ty) but purely as Witneſſes, for his Conviction: That 
in e Mouth of un two of three Witneſſes every Word may 
fk o the. intent that the Crime 


wei. A. bc et” 


and a Fudge over him? as the Iſraclite ſaid 
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Iich op hay elt to his Charge, may be 80 d 


by ſufficient Teſtimony, beyond all Contradiction; * 


either to the Offender himſelf, who may thus be in- 


duc'd to Acknowledge and Reform hat- he is no 


longer able to deny: or, if he ſhall perſiſt in it, that 
it may be atteſted by the ſame Witneſſes before a 


proper Judge. If be fhall negleft to hear them, (ſays 


Chriſt) rell it unto the Church; i. e. make it a Matter 


of Publick Cognizance before thoſe who have com- 
petent Authority in the Church to do more than any 
Private Chriſtian is capable of; viz: to Convent the 


Offender before them, to call kim to an Account for 


it in open Court; and upon his being legally Con- 


victed, either from his own Mouth, or by the Mouth 
of two or three Witneſſes; to Rebuke or Puniſh him 


for it, even with the higheſt Penalty of Excommuni- 


cation, in caſe he {hall add Contumacy to his former 
Trangreſſion. This is the plain Import of the 
Words immediately following ; ; which carry the Cli. 
max yet higher, by way of Aggravation, and which: 


are introduc'd with a Disjunctwe Particle; to, dis 
ſtinguiſn the Authority and Reverence of the Judge, 
beyond that of the private Admoniſher, or Witneſ⸗ 


| ſes; and at the ſame time to aggravate the Guilt of 


the Delinquent, and the Dreadful. Weight of the 
Sentence he will juſtly incur by his Contempt of this 


Authority. But if be will nor hear the Church (i. e. 
if he will pay no more regard to the Judgment and | 
Determination of his Spiritual Governours, than he 
has ſhewn to the Erivate Admonitioms 'of his Bre- 


— * 
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: thren)” ro um. 17 to "has as an "Heathen Man, —_ a 
S Publican : : l. e, a8 & deſperate and deplor'd Sinner; 
as one who by contemning the Ordinances and De- 
crees of the Church, has forfeited all Title to the 
a Privileges of it; and vrhile he perſiſts in this Con- 
tempt, may juſtly be Debarr'd from them. Such 
-was the Caſe of Heathens and Publicans among the 

Fews + They treated them as Perſons Excommuni- 
cate ; whom, after Publick Proclamation of their 
"Crime and Sentence in the Synagogue, they baniſhed 
from their Religious Aſſemblies, and from their Ci- 
vil Converſation. Theſe Words therefore ſeem to 
intimate, that the impenitent Offender muſt not on- 
ly have incurr'd, but actually undergone this Cen- 
ſure of the Church, before he can be obnoxious to 
this Treatment. And thus we find they are under- 
ſtood in the 33d Article of our Church: which in- 
fers very juſtly from them, that © that Perſon which 
by open Denunciation of the Church, is rightly 

4 cut off from the Unity of the urch, and Ex- 

c communicated; ought to be taken of the whole 
* Multitude of the Faithful as an Heathen and Pub- 

6 Jican ; until he be openly reconcil'd by Penance, 
* and feceived into the Church by a Judge that hath 

gn Authority thereunto. ? 

And that this Authority both of ohne and 
reconciling Offenders, Was qirectiy conferr'd upon 
the Apoſtles, and conſequently on thoſe who ſhould 
be appointed to ſucceed them in the Government of 
the Chriſtian Church, is very, plain, from the expreſs 
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Commiſſion which is given them by its Divine Fbun- 


der, in the Verſe immediately fo lowing ; wherin 
he converts his Diſcourſe from the Private Members, 
to the intended: Rulers of the Church (as the Words, 
Ferily I ſay unto you, Tpoken in the Plural Number i 
to His Apoſt les, do plainly intimate) and promiſes to i 
Ratity the Sentence which ſhould be thus Judicially 1,8 
pronounc'd by. them, in the very fame Words, 
with thoſe he had ſpcken 3 in the 16th. Chapter of we Mat. 16 M 
Goſpel, to St. Peter: whoſe pretended: Succeſſors in 
the See of Rome, may learn from hence not to U. : 
ſurp any. higher Authority: in Matters of Judicature, 
than is hereby given to Them in common with their 
Brethren in the ſame Order. The Words in both . 
places are theſe; Whatſoever ye ſhall Bind on Barth, 
ſball be Bound in Heaven; and whatſoever ve ſhall Looſe on 
Earth, ſball be Looſed in Heaven : which, by a very 
juſt ang: natural Inference from Things to Perſons 
(very frequent in the Language of the Holy Scrip» 
ture) are thus explained by our Learned Paraphraſt 
Dr. Hammmond, agreeably to the Opinion of the 
moſt Judicious Commentators upon them: viz, © I + 
* aſſure you, that whomſoever ye ſhall thus caft out 
of the Church on Earth; ſhall, without Repentance - 
* and Submiſſion to your Cenſu res, and Reformation 
4“ upon them, and ſincere Deſire to Reconcile and 
« Approve themſelves to Vou; be by Me excluded 
from the Kingdom of Heaven, Theſe Cenſures-of - 
<1 28 inflicted by this Commilſion from Me, ſhall 
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aſſerted. 
ce. whomſoever ye ſhall, upon ſincere Repentance, re- 
< ceive into the Peace of the Church again, ſha! 
| *< be pardoned by Me alſo. And this Commiſſion is 
the ſame in effect, with that which, our Bleſſed Lord 
50. 23. gave to his Apoſtles after his Reſurrection; Whoſe ſo- 
| ever Sins ye Remit, they are Remitted unto them; and 
whoſe ſoever Sins ye Retain, they are Retained with 
this only Difference (as I humbly conceive) that 
"theſe Later Words (whoſe Order is inverted) ſeem 
| to be a Ratification- of that Declarative Abſolution 
from, or Denunciatien of Guilt and the Divine 
Wrath conſequent thereupen, which is hereby com- 
| mitted. to the Chriſtian Prieſthood in General; and I ; 
| which may be applied by all who exerciſe that Office, f 
in the Ordinary Diſcharge of their Function, to all * 
Ohriſtians under their Charge, who ſhall. be proper | 2 
Objects of either: whereas the Former, Which are 1 © 
ſubjoin'd by our Saviour after the Words of the 11 
Text, are more properly and directly a Confirmati- A2 
on of that judicial Power which is there given to 9 
the Rulers or .Biſhops of the Church, to Excommu- t] 
nicate the Stubborn Offender, and to Abſolve the 
Penitent: which I think has been fo plainly evinc'd 
from the whole Argument and Tenor oat Saviours Ti 
Diſcourſe relating to Matters notoriouſiy Criminal, A; 
and-publickly Cognizable ; that no one who will al- th. 
| low the Chriſtian Church to be an entire Body of 1 
Men, inveſted with the ordinary Privileges of any the 
Regular Society or Corporation, and Chriſt, to be the p 


NY. fQlerai, > Colour of - Rea- 


77 


| 


- 
9 — pou 3 
— 


—ꝛ 


The Fudicial Power of the Church aſſerted, Ti 


Jon, and much leſs with any Appearance of Religi- 
on and Zcal for the Rights of the Church, deny this 
Judicialꝭ uthority to its Governcurs, which is ſo Eſſen- 
tial to the Conſtitution of all Government, and is ſo 
expreſly aſſerted to them by our Saviour in this and 
other Parts of his Goſpel. 3 
- it would be very eaſy (if after this it can be 
thought Neceſſary) to prove, that this Commiſſion 
was thus underſtood, and this Judicial Power in all 
its Branches thus exerciſed by the Apoſtles, to whom it 
was immediately given; and likewiſe, that it was 
transferr'd by them to their appointed Succeſſors in 
the Government of the Church. As may be evident 0 
from the Sentence that was given by St. Paul againſt 


| the Inceſtuous Perſon, expre{s'd by the Words K 
and ken, importing a Judicial Sentence and 
Condewnation, in the third and twelfth Verſes of 

5 the Fifth Chapter of his firſt Epiſtle to the Corintbhi- 
: ans; and from the Orders he gave to that Church for 

5 the ſolemn Execution of this Sentence in , 5. 

- their Publick Aſſembly: which tho' it 7 

- might be attended with an Extraordinary and Mira- 

| clus Bet upon the Perſon of the Offender, at that 

4 Time, when ſuch a-Confirination of the Apoſtolical 


Authouty was more neceſſary for the Propagat ion of. Li 
the Goſpel, than it could be after a Settled Eſtabliſh- l j 
ment thereof in ſacceeding Ages: yet we find by ||| 
the laſſ Verſe of this Chapter, as well as from other 
parts of his Epiſtles, that the Ordinary Effe 


22 The Fudicial Power of the Church aſſerted. "i 
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which was then and is ſtill requir'd of all Chriftians 
by Apoſtolical Appointment, was the Putting away [or 

|, - Separating) from among themſelves that Wicked Perſon, 
who ſhould give any Publick Scandal to his Brethren ; 

| that If any man that was call d a Brother, 
be a Fornicator, or Covetous, or an Idolater, 

or a Railer, or a Drunkard» or an Extortioner, his 
Command in this Caſe was, Not to keep Company, no not 
10 Eat with ſuch a one : which ſurelyis to account him 
a4 a Heathen. man and a Publican, And that ſuch an 
Eccleſiaſtical Judicature was at that Time actually E. 
ſtabliſh'd, and the Church of Corinth empowered, as 
in the Text, to take Cognizance of all. Actions of  ® 
Treſpals between Chriſtians, is undeniably evi- 
from the Apoſtles ſevere Expoſtulation with thoſe 
who had neglected to Appeal to this Authority, in the © 
beginning of the following Chapter. Dare 
anyof you, having a Matter againſt another, 
go to Law before the Unjuſt (i. e, the Unbelievers).. 
aud not before the Saints? Which: muſt be meant of 
the Eccleſiaſtical Governours alone, there being at 
that time no Civil Magiſtracy in:the. Church. And | 

ttis no leſs evident, that this Iuriſdiction was not e- 
ven Then confin'd to the Perſons of the Apoſtles ; 
bat was Delegated by them to Others, who received | 
this, together with all other Parts of the Epiſcopal - 
(3576; er, and (a. l.) Impoſition of Hands: as in 
hae of 'Timothy:and Titus; to whom 


Verſe 11. 
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. @) Ortain: Elders in every „ but to | 1 4 
hold Eccleſiaſtical Courts, and to (4) re- KE Tow i 2 
ceive Accuſations, not only againſt the Ar na. 
Laity, brit againſt Presbyters (who there ?- 1 
fore cannot be accounted Co-ordinate with their 
Judges) to Summon notorious Offenders before 
them; and to Rebuke ſuch (e) with all % f. 21 
Aurbority, and (f) before All; * others 8 r Tim. ; it 
alſo might fear to do the like; to Correct (gj Tir. 3. 10. 
( Heretical and (% Diſorderly Perſons ; ES: ME, 
to ſilence and (i) top their Mouths ; and EINE 
(&) to Inflict the Cenſures of Penance and 0) 2 rin . 
Excommunication upon them: (D Char- 
ging them in theſe Courts to Prejudge no Mans 
Cauſe, and to do nothing for Favour, or Partiality. 
All which Branches of Eccleſiaſtical and Epiſcopal 
Authority are ſo expreſly and frequently n 
in St. Paul's Epiſtles, as well to the ſeveral Churches 
he wrote to, as to thoſe he _ appointed to Govern _ 
in them; that we may very truly affirm that our Ex- q 
cellent Church, in this . of her Diſcipline, as 
well as in all others relating to her Doctrine, is 
built upon the Foundation of the Apoſtles and 1 
A1 Fe ef us C brift himſ elf * w> an n >. 20. || 


E 2% From what has been already ſaid chncornins the 1.1 
Nature of that Eccleſiaſtical . uriſdiction which is It 
5 the dubject of our Text, as well as from many other 

: Arumenes and Authorities which bo af a e 1 
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thoſe who def iſe e Dominions, and [peak Evil of Digni- 
ties which they underſtand not, theſe following Pro- 
politions may be very. naturally inferr d; which with 
regard to the Time and your, Patience, I. ſhall ra- 
they briefly Hint, than particularly Infiſt on: As 
I. Firſt, That the Judicial Power which 1 18 here aſ- 
ſerted t to the Governours of the e tho it be 


| — ay it is 3 are ＋ ae ; the Ends 
and Means, the Operations and Effects are Spiritual; 
and ſo is all the Power, ſo far as it can be ſaid to be de- 
rived from Chriſt: who has given his Apoſtles and their 
succeſſors a Power to Command and Teach, 
but not to Enforce, Men; to Obedience by 
any. eee Aa of | Compulſion. They may in- 
deed Suſpend their own. Act, in Gaſe of Diſobe- 
dience, and exclude the Obſtinate Offender,.. while 
he continues ſuch, from the. Communion. of Saints 
both here and hereafter. (a Dreadful Sentence, and 
to thoſe that are finally Impenitent, Irreverſible) but 
they cannot by, this, or. any other proper Act of Ec. 
cleſiaſtical Power, oblige him to Submiſhon or Obe- 
| dience under : any Temporal Penal ty. From hence it 
follow, 0 é h 
1 Ji) Secondly;\ That as 85 — 7 1 1 15 the proper 
Object, of this Spiritual juriſliction, s a Principle 
bs . from the Body; which being lup! 7 conlt- 


Herd as toits.Civiland Separate Actions, is, properly 
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ſubj e&to the Secular Authority +. 85 Do. are the Powers 
ei wholly Separate and Diſtinct, both in 
their Nature, their Ends and Operations and con- 
ſequently, that where theſe two Powers are plac'd in 
two Diſtinct: Subjects, as in tho Perſons of Eccleſia- 
= Hical and Civil. Governours; they ſhould be Diſtinct- 
ly Exerciſed : S0 that each may Act within their pro- 
per Sphere, and in purſuance of their reſpective 
Commiſlons. And this Diſtinction, how: boldly {ob 
ever oppos'd, and even deny'd by thoſe who would 
confound all Onder and Government both — 
in Church and State, is plainly Allowed 32 7819 | 
(as we hope it will be always ſupported) 1 Ev 6. 2 \ 
by the Laws of- our Nation, aid is a 
knowledg'd by the Great Oracle of them; my Lord 
Coke ; _—_ lays it down fora F undamental. Maxim in 
our Conftitations: That “ for Deciding of 7 
LIN Controverſies, and for Diſtribution of * Iaſi $60 
„ juſtiee, there be within this Realm: Two Diſtin& 
J < Juriblictions ; the One Eccleſiaſtical, limited to 
certain Spiritual and Particular Caſes; 3: the other 
Secular and General, for that it is guided by the 
66 Commen and General Law of the: ER And 
ba 344, nacher | Place, se, The Eccleſi. 
% ait}Cal 1 Ades aue iuch ag are nowegunit © a Tndje 3% 
Fe. babe HAR, of the belle. ang en wy 4 in 


CRC a. 


5 40 3 12 Wl gore theme: Eo Om TER 4 0 
warb ae. Ack weren gt. his Gl Gabdag Hülle agg 


2 N | * ? 


_ 


E 2 4 


i Bind and I” the — an our own Lo, as 
8 8 well asof eur Divine Charter in · the Goſpel; 
a as there are two, Diſtin& Juriſdictions, ſo 


ties and 

12 of he there are Diſtinctd. aws in force among us, 

Se. | +and-Ditin& Cauſes to be jullged by thoſe 

_ and Diſtintt nn appointed to 3 Ce 
ing to them. 

Tah, That A Spiritual Power. being thus 
ET from that which is Secular, both in its own 
Nature, and as to its Original, which is purely Di- 
vine (as has been ſufficiently demonſtrated above) 
and not of Humane Inſtitution, much leſs deriv'd 
from the ' Conſent of the People, as ſome Church: 
Levellers have of late impiouſly affirmed; who by 
virtue of their newly invented Horeb C ontraft, have 
plac'd even the Divine Legiſlature upon the ſame 
Foundation; it muſt of Contequonre be Indepen- 
dent, in this: Spiritual ( from any Humane 
Juriſdiftion, and Inſeparable in the hi gheſt Branches 
of it, from that Order of Men to which it is an- 
nex'd by Divine intment. Independent, I ſay, 
as to bene, ang iritual 3 and Effect 
and Inſeparable in ſome reſpects from the Order, 
not always from the Perſons of thoſe that are Inve- 
ſted with it; who, as they are equally Subject with | 
all other en to the Laws of the Land, and 
to the Lawful Commands of the Supreme Magi- 
ſtrate; ſo are they liable in many Caſes to be Su- 
ſpended, and! in. ſome, to be utterly gr nth; from the 
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ble Man, and much leſs: any ſober Chriſtian, 15 4 
fer from hence, that therefore the Civil Magiſtrate 
has a-Right either to Aboliſh this Power, which, as 
well as his own, is of Divine Appointment ;, or to 
Separate it from that Order of Men, to which, 4 l 
the ſame Appointment, it is perpet rpetually annex þ 
by aſſuming the Intire Adminiſtration of it to Him- ; | 
{elf, or by. Committing it to any! Ocher: Perſons who - | 
are not of that Ofder, f 
4. Laſtly, It muſt be -ioferr's, aha e theſe 9 
Diſtinct Powers, are in ſome reſpects Independent, 
yet they are no way Inconſiſtent with each other 
(as ſome would malicioully. inſinuate, with a Deſign 
to ſubvert Both, by ſetting them at Variance) the 
Nature and Intention of Each being Different indeed, 
but no way Contrary. So that while they Both a4 
within their proper Limits, Neither can interfere 
with the other. And tho Both fhould happen to be 
exercis d at one and the ſame. Time, upon the ſame | 
Perſon, and in the ſame Occaſion (as, for Inſtance, 
in Caſe of Blaſphemy, Adultery, Perjury, Ic.) yet this 
may be done without any Prejudice or Diminution 
to * Authority of 4 : for a8 much as they are 
Both employed in two Different Capacities : the one. 
affecting the Eddy, the other the Soul only; the | ; 
Former extending no further than. this World; the 
Latter purely and: properly to the World to come. |} 
And now what Occafton--18: there, indeed what f 
Slour or hade of rng, A A Abo. Pro- ” f 
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Aeliaftical Juriſdiftion with. nhovation, Tyranny and 
Uſuapation ; to repreſent it as Rncroaching upon, a 
Inconſiſtent with the Supremacy of the Civil Magi 
ſtrate; to whom” Alone (if indeed to Any beſides 
their Grand Idol and Source” of all Power, the 
People) they would for the preſent aſſert the Whole 
Adminiſtration of it, on purpoſe to Create a Jealou- 
fie in Chriſtian Princes and Magiſtrates againſt thoſe 
uho pretend to be the proper Miniſters of all Spiri- 
tual Power, by virtue of their Divine and Indepen- 
dent Commiſſion? Which is in effect to renew 
againſt thoſe Meſſengers of Chriſt, the malicious 
Accuſation that was brought by the Jews againſt his 
Perſon ; when they endeavoured to render him O- 
dious to the Raman Government, by ſaying that he 
Luke 23-2. had forbidden to give Tribute unto Cæſar; 
hn 19, ra. that he had ſpoken again Cæſar, by ma- 
being himſelf a King; that if their Go- 
OY vernour ſhould "ale him; he was not Cæ- 
5. ſar's Friend; for they had no King but Cæ- 
far ; whoſe” Gorernrnent at the ſame time they hated 
n their Hearts; as had beer notorrous by then fre- 
_—_ Atrempts to free themſelves from it by War 
and Tumults. Whereas both they and their Gover- 
nour knew this Accuſation to be as Falſe as it Was 
mividious,// For our Saviour had declared to- Pate, 
72 (While he #vas under Examination, That 
Pha 8. Be, his Kingdom was not of this World : it vvas 
notiob.' Humane Original; 5 2 eker d no Dominion 
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hy, that. his Government, whether Exercis'd 
by Himſelf, or Delegated by his Commiſſion to his 
Apoſtles and their Succeſſors, was no way inconſi- 
ſtent with Caſar's Supreme Authority Since every 
Man, as a.Compound Being, conſiſting of two Dif- 
ferent, I ndependent, but not Inconſiſtent Principles, 
à Soul and Body, is by the very Frame of his Na- 
ture, ſubject to a Spiritual, as well as to a Secular Ju- 


riſdiction; and may, without any Derogation to the 
Rights of Either, obſerve thoſe juſt Meaſures of O- 


bedience which he owes to Both, by Renating. ( as 
our Saviour has Commanded in the Caſe of 
Tribute) unto Cæſar the things that are Cæ- 


Luke 22. 25. 
far's, and unto God the things that are God's. The 


Compariſon is too Natural to need any further Illu- 


ſtration: If they have called the Maſter of 


the Houſe Beelzebub, how much more ſhall Na its 


they call them o his Howſbold ; The little Time that 


remains for purſuing the Thread of this Diſcourſe, 
calls me now to the Third and Laſt Part of it: in 


which I ſhall. endeavour to ſhew as briedly as 1 


can, 

III. Thirdly, The Obligations which every Many 
ber of the irn is under, to acknowledge this 
Judicial Authority of its Governours, which is im- 
plied in the Words of the Text. This 2 


ment may, and ought to be expreſſed belelen 
Ways, | 
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ſhall. require. 


1 By. Appealing to to their ic Judgment, as Oelen 
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123: By Submitting” to their Determination and 
Crnfura. 


I ſhall at this Time apply my Self chiefly to W 
as being moſt Suitable to the Oc- 
nt Meeting, and to the Deſign of 
the Precept in the Text, Tell it eh the Church. And 


Ponner of theſe; 
caſion of our pre 


0 


E mall conſider theſe Words, 


1. Fit, As they were Spoken by our Saviour, 


with men ro the ot of Ty Private, Chriſti: 


an. 
applied to all thoſe, 
| obhged to the Performance of this Duty. 


I. There is no doubt but theſe Words were inten-- 
ded by our Bleſſed Lord, as a General Direction to 
all his Diſciples, for che Method that ſhould be us'd 
by them, in order to Reclaim an Offending Brother. 
And tho they ſeem chiefly and primarily to reſpect 
the Caſe of Private and Perſonal Injuries; (as may 
be gathered from thoſe Words in the Context, Tf thy. 
. ae Hall Treſpaſs againſt Thee ; and from the re- 
peated: Admonition which is to be given in Private, 
ſhould proceed to the laſt Remedy of I 
Publick- Information in the Face of the Church:) 
yew” ſince” tis likewiſe evident from thence, that the 
in all Parts of it, is 
not to indulge the Reſentment, much leſs to grati- 


pies A470 to. 


before they 


whole Deſign 


of this Precept 


wy the. — of” the Injured Party, but 


«A mat 


4 . i 


2 Secondly, As they may be fairly extend6# and 
rho, by Virtue of their Of-- 
| fice and Station in the Chureb, are more eſpecially | 
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- Offender ; the Reaſon holds, a 


| Reformation of 
fortiori, that the {a 
every Chriſtian, either Altogether, or in Part, ac- 


cording as Any or All of them ſhall be judg d moſt 


conducive to the ſame Charitable End: and conſe- 
quently, that this Precept in the Text, as well as 
the other two before it, may be very properly 
applied to all ſuch Notorious and Grievous Offen- 


ces, whereby a Man ſhall Treſpaſs againſt God, or 


his own Soul, as well as againſt his Chriſtian Bro- 
ther: who, if he is truly ſuch, will be no leſs, if 
not more concern'd for the Honour of the Firſt, 


and the Salvation of the Second, than for the Re- 
dreſs of any Injury done to Himſelf : All Sin, of 
what Nature ſoever, being in both thoſe Reſpects 


Offenſive and Odious to any Good Man that Sees or 
Hears of it, tho' he does not actually Suffer by it. 
So that in ſome Caſes a more Private, in others a 


more Publick Admonition or Reproof will be found 


requiſite to he uſed by every Conſcientious Chriſtian, 


who will meaſure his Duty by the Rules of Charity 


and Prudence, and by the Three-fold Method which 
our Saviout preſcribes for the Performance of it. 

I ſhall ſuppoſe, for Brevity, That the two For- 
mer have been either ineffectually tryed, as in the 


Caſe of Obſtinate and Impenitent Sinners; or that 


they are abſolurely Unneceſſary and Unfit. to be 


lous Violation of the Divine Laws, or Publick Di- | 


e Mealures ſhould be taken by 
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* Expedient to bring the Delinquent to 1 


Senſe of his Error, is that which is here requir'd.; in 
the Third place, of Telling it unto the Church; it be. 


ing highly Neceſſary in all thefe Caſes,” as our "Rhoch 


tent Church has very wiſely Ordain'd in the Latter 


of them; ; that as ſuch a One has Tranſgreſs'd, ſo he 
„ ſhould be Rebuk'd openly; as he that 


Article 3. © Offendeth againſt the Ordnance of God, 


as well as againſt the Common Order of the Church, 


« and hurteth the Authority of the Maviftrate; | 
and woundeth the Conſcience of the Weak: Bre · 


c thren. 
Now lice YT 6 Eccleſiaſtical nor: Civil Mas 


IF Feen can juftly puniſh an Offender, but upon 
due Conviction. ; few being fo raſh and. fool-hardy, 
as to Tranſgreſs in the Poiſcrile of either, and 
much leſs in the Face of an open Court; it is 


abſolutely neceſſary, in order to Suppreſs all Scan- 
dalous Enormities, that fach Perſons in whoſe 
Sight, or to whoſe Knowledge, they have been com- 
mitted, ſnould take cart to make them of Publick 


Cognizance. For the Execution of Juſtice (as 


One very well obſerves) depends as much upon the 
Proof of the Matter of Fact, as upon the Inflicting 
that Penalty uhich is due to it: and whether the 
Informer or tire Judge be watiting to their reſpective 
Duties, Juſtice is equalhy obſtructed, the Effcacy of 
the Law annull'd, Iniquity cheriſhed, and the Divine 


th Errod.“ And therefore the Law of God 


not to Suffer Sin. upon him; and where 
there pis little Hope of his Amendment by the uſe 
of Milder Methods, (ſuch as Private Admonition and . 
Reproof) there to call in the Aſſiſtance of Publick 
Authority; that fo, if he is not given over to a Re- 
probate Senſe, and utterly Incorrigible; the 1gno» 
miny and Shame which uſually: covers. the face of 


runs thus in the Caſe of Profane W 
If a Soul Sin, and bear the Voice of Swear- Levit” 5, t. 


ing, and is a Witneſs whether he hath ſeen or knows 


of it; if he do not Utter it, then he ſhall bear his Ini. 
quity and very juſtly; foraſmuch as he has made 
himſelf a. Partner in it, by Connivence, which is a 


Silent and. indirect Approbation of it. The ſame 


muſt be concluded of all other Scandalous Vices by 


undeniable. Parity of Reaſon ;. which are very proper- 


ly and neceſſarily of Publick Cognizance ; as being 


of moſt Dangerous Conſequence, not only to the 
Tranſgreſſor himſelf, in the Guilt and Puniſhment 

that is incurr'd by them; but tothe whole Society lie 
lives in, by the Bad Example that is given, and the 


Scandal that is taken on theſe Accounts. 

Let no Man therefore {ay with wicked 
Cain, Am I my: Brother's Keeper? Fox. eve- 
ry one is ſo far a Keeper to his Brother, as 


Gen. 4. 9. 


that Sinner,.. whoſe Deeds of Darkneſs are not only 
brought to Light, but to open View and Condem- 
nation, may ſerve as an Admonition; and, by God's 
Grace accompanying his own Ordinance, as an effe- 
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Sal Reftraint to him and others from the Commits | 


Lerit. 19. 17. 7 
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Deut. x 3. It, 
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and do no more any ſuch Wikkedneſs, 


2. And if every Private Member of the Chriſtian 
AQhurch is thus indiſp penſably oblig'd to the Perfor- 
mance of this Neceſlary and truly Chriſtian Duty; 


which may be ſufficiently diſcharg d on his part, by 
acquainting the reſpective Officers appointed for this 


purpoſe, with ſuch Crimes and Irregularities as are 
properly Cognizable within that Community to 


which they belong; then certainly the Obligation is 
much more . upon all ſuch Officers, who by 
Virtue of their Publick Station, are under more than 


Common Engagements to acquit themſelves upright- 


ly and unblameably of this great Truft repoled | in 


them by the Church. Theſe are, 


Firſt and Chiefly, the Church-Wardews ; to whoſe 


| Charge the whole Order and Diſcipline of every Pariſh 


is committed: whoſe Office requires them to take 


Special Care, not” only of the Fabrick and Utenſils of 
the Church, but of the Morals and Converſation of 


whoſe Oath Solemnly taken in the Preſence of God 


and his Church, obliges them, © According to the 
« beſt of their Skill and K nowledge, to Preſent ſuch 


« Things and Perſons as are Preſentable by the Ec- 


4 cleſiaſtical Laws of this Realm: which for their 
better Information, as to all thoſe Particulars they 


are bound to Preſent, are ſo fully and. plamly Com- 
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the Pariſhioners within their reſpective Diſtricts: and 
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als ee are to be formed, that 1 forbear 
to Enumerate them. 

Theſe, as the Grand Inqueſt of the Church, are 
Authorizd, Entruſted and Required to make diligent | 
Infpection into, and to take Special Cognizance of 
wWuhatſcever is amiſs in their Pariſhes, and to Preſent 
at theſe Stated Seafonsof Enquiry. (or oftener as they. 

ſhall ſee Occaſion) all Wilful and Notorious Violati- 

ons of thoſe Laws which ſhall come to their Knows: 
ledge, either by. their own Perfonal Obſervation, or. 
by common Fame: and provided (as it may be 
juſtly preſumed from the Rules of Charity and Go- 
vernment) that there be not more of Malice and Ca- 
lumny, than of Truth or Probability in ſuch * 
mations; to lay them before the proper Eccleſiaſtical! 
Magiſtrate: to the end that all ſuch Scandalous Of. 
fences may. be brought to Judgment, . and the Offen- 
ders to Condign Puniſhment. 5 

And as every pious and well-diſpos'd Chirifh anke, c 
by our Excellent Canons, the ſame Right Cation i. 
with the Miniſter, or any Eccleſiaſtical di f 
Judge, upon Knowledge or Notice of any Etiors «0 
mons Crime within that Juriſdiction, To meve the 
4 church. Mardens, as they tender the Glory of God, 
e and the Reformation of Sin, to Prefent-the ſame, | 

if they ſhall find ſufficient Cauſe to induce then 
6c thereto, that it may be in due time Puniſd and 
Reformed: 80 it is like wiſe 8 th the ms: 7 
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The: Judicial Power + the Church aſſerted... Res” 


e wheleſome Confliturions, that if ker. 
the Dictates of their own Conſcience, nor 
theſe Remonſtrances from Others, ſhall prevail with 
them for the faithful Diſcharge of their Office; they 
themſelves ſhall in ſuch Caſe be liable to thoſe Cen- 
ſures of che Church, from which by their Negligence 
and Connivence they have Shelter'd others; and 
ſhall be proceeded againſt, as thoſe who. have added 
Perjury to Breach of Truft ; and ſhall in the mean 
Time, -be.-debarr'd.from the * by their 
reſpective Miniſters: Whoſe Duty, a 
2. The Second Sort of Officers, kt by the 
ſame Authority, not only to Excite the Former to 
performance of theirs, but to retrieve any Default 
on their Part, by uſing that Diſcretionary Power 
5 which is lodg'd in them, to lay before the 
Church ſuch Crimes or Irregularities as the 
others ſhall neglett or refuſe to Preſent; is, no doubt, 
ſo well:underftood by thoſe Reverend Perſons who 
are entruſted with-this Weighty Charge, and who 
attend continually -on this very thing, as thoſe who by 
Virtue of their. Sacred Function are under the high- 
eſt Obligations. to Suppreſs Iniquity, and to Separate 
the Precious from the Vile; that it will be as Needleſs, 
as in this Venerable Auditory it would be Preſump- 
tuous, for Me to offer any Inf} ructions or Arguments 
of this Nature to thoſe from hm I .ou She, and 
Wau 5 glad to Learn. „ 


Canon. 113. 
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The Judicial Fomer of the Church b afſerted, 4 xa 


"To conclude: Since our . Bleſſed Saviour, as the 

Su e Head and Founder of his Church, has in 

the Words of the Text, and in thoſe which are im- 

mediately ſubjoyned to it, given ſo expreſs a Charge, 

and ſo ample a Charter for eſtabliſhing ; its Diſcipline ; . 

and ſince the Governours of it, as wiſe Maſter- 
builders, have, in purſuance of their Divine Commiſ. 
ſion, Tais d ſo fair a. Superſtructure of Eccleſiaſtical 
Laws upon this firm and durable Foundation, for the 
Preſervation of that Order and Regularity, which con- 

tributes equally to the Strength and Beauty of this 
Royal Fabrick z Since the Glory of God, the Salva- 
tion of Souls, the Honour of our Holy Religion, and 
of our excellent Conſtitution, are ſo eminently and 
immediately concerned in our Obedience to thoſe 
Laws, and to that Divine Precept in the Text, which 
alone is ſufficient to enforce both the Authority and 
Execution of them: Let us all concur in our 
leveral Stations, towards the moſt effectual Diſcharge 

of that Great Duty, which on ſo many accounts is 
incumbent upon us. Let us all unite (as indeed we | 
| are all bound) in a Holy Alliance and Confederacy, . 
and with a truly Chriftian Zeal , for Advancing 


4 the Common Cauſe of Piety 1 f Virtue; and 

, for the Detection and Puniſhment of V ickednefs. 

x and Vice, as of the common Enemy. | 
And ſince this can never be effected by: is. 5 


8 
d 


wiſeſt Laws, nor by the moſt vigilant Magiſtrates 
and Governours in the Church, unleſs chole Who 
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:  Comrice: Offenders, will take care to make” Tres, 
- Critnes of Pablick Cognizance-: Let none through 
a Baſe and Unchriſtian Fear, or 0 which is equally 
blameable) a Weak and Cruel Pity, or a Partial and 
Vncharitable Affection, make themſelves Partakers of 
_ - exher Mens Sins, by Concealing them, from that Au- 
| thority, Which would be only em ploy'd for their A- 
mendment: it being moſt certain in all fuch Caſes, 
2s the WiſeMan: has long ſince obſerv'd 3 That Open 
78. A is better Than Secret Love. 
Ia, Let all thoſe who, according to t 
lent and truly Primitive Inflitution of” ohr Church, 


and by the Appointmep of our Governours in it, 
are aſlembled here this Day, in order to the Reg ular 


Performance of this Necel ary and Indiſ Nen Du- 
ty, and who have now in the admirable Offices of the 
Church ſolemniy implor'd the Divine Bleffing upon 
Ir Be careful ſo to acquit themſelves in the faithful 
and Comſcientious Diſcharge of their reſpective Parts 
& in this Important Work; af thoſe x who muſt give an 
Account, not only at this preſent, or in n. future Oc- 

| caſion, to their Spiritual Superiours in the Church; 
but chiefly, and above all, to the Supreme Shepherd 4 
| Air of our Souls, in the Great Day of Appearance; 
when he ſhall come with great Power and Glory, 


to 
. 4. bring every Work into Judgment, whether it be Good, or 
1 Wur- a it be 40 * t rene er üm 
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